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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.

REGULATION
Amended on June 18, 2021

1



PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 
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1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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PREAMBLE

With the purpose of paying homage to the physician and great researcher Maria de Sousa, 
whilst contributing to research in the area of Health Sciences, the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation promote, in exclusive partnership, the Maria Sousa 
Award, which is aimed at recognising and supporting young Portuguese scienti�c 
researchers, who are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old, in research projects in the area of Health 
Sciences, including an internship in an international centre of excellence.

Article 1 – Scope

1.1. This Regulation establishes the terms and conditions applicable to the funding of 
research projects ("Grants") in the area of Health Sciences ("Research Projects"), in the 
scope of the Maria de Sousa Award, which is established by the Portuguese Medical 
Association and the BIAL Foundation.

1.2. The Maria de Sousa Award will recognise, on an annual basis, a scienti�c Research 
Project that is ongoing or about to start. At the beginning of each calendar year, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall decide on each year’s 
award.

Article 2 – Eligible Applicants 

2.1. The Maria de Sousa Award is open to Portuguese citizens who are scienti�c 
researchers, living in Portugal or abroad, and are up to 35 (thirty-�ve) years old on the 
date their application is submitted. The applications shall be submitted in an 
individual basis; applications from research groups shall not be eligible.

2.2. Members of the corporate bodies and employees of the Portuguese Medical 
Association, as well as of BIAL Foundation or of any BIAL Group companies in 
Portugal or in other countries, are not eligible to submit applications under the Maria 
de Sousa Award.

Article 3 – Application Requirements

3.1. Applications to the Maria de Sousa Award must comply with the following 
requirements:

(i) Pursue a Research Project in the area of Health Sciences, including an 
internship in an international centre of excellence, in Portugal or abroad, 
whose duration shall not exceed 2 (two) years;

(ii) Comply with the provisions of this Regulation and with the applicable laws 
and regulations;

(iii) Consist of Research Projects outlined by the applicant, that do not infringe the 
rights of third parties’ rights, namely intellectual property rights; moreover, 
applicants are solely responsible for any infringements by them.

3.2. Each applicant shall be responsible for the submitted application and shall ensure its 
compliance with the provisions in this Regulation. 

3.3. The submission of an application implies the acceptance and binding by the 
applicant to the terms of the Maria de Sousa Award.

3.4. Applications without a Host Entity shall not be accepted. The Host Entity is the 
institution where the introduction to research works or research are actually 
developed by the applicant.

Article 4 – Application Process

4.1. The opening of each edition of the Maria de Sousa Award shall be announced in the 
media and on the Internet and will mention, in particular, the application deadlines 
and instructions. 

4.2. Applications in Portuguese or English shall be submitted within the deadline and in 
accordance with the conditions established in the announcement referred to in 4.1. 
above, namely through the �lling in a �le in PDF format with no restrictions and 
emailing it to fundacao@bial.com (speci�c online application form available at 
www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com). The BIAL Foundation and 
the Portuguese Medical Association shall not be liable for the possible loss and 
non-receipt of applications, namely due to possible service interruptions or network 
failure or security breach in the applicants’ email address. 

4.3. The applications must include the required information, including, but not limited to, 
the Research Project’s title, applicant’s Curriculum Vitae, Research Project’s 
presentation, respective timeline and cost estimate, statement of intent, Host Entity 
identi�cation and statement of acceptance in developing the Research Project 
issued by the Host Entity.

4.4. Whenever the applicant Research Project involves experimenting with animals 
and/or humans, it must include documentary evidence of submission for approval to 
the competent Ethics Commission(s) / Entity(ies), according to good practices and 
the applicable law. 

4.5. The applications shall be exclusively processed online, without prejudice of the 
implementation of the Research Funding Agreements or the request of the 
documents’ originals, according to the terms provided in these Regulation.

4.6. The results shall be publicly announced in an Award Ceremony. The Jury members 
and the awarded applicant shall not disclose any award nomination until the date of 
its public announcement.

Article 5 – Grants Amount

5.1. The applicant whose application is selected as the winner ("Grant Holder") shall 
bene�t from a Grant of up to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand 
Euro), to be granted by the BIAL Foundation, according to the terms of this 
Regulation.

5.2. The Grant shall be allocated as a subsidy, in the terms and conditions described in 
this Regulation and in the Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between 
the Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, 
which, together with this Regulation, shall govern the terms and conditions of the 
Grant’s allocation. The draft of such agreement will be provided to the Grant Holder 
by the BIAL Foundation after noti�cation of the Research Project selected as winner 
of the Maria de Sousa Award.

5.3. The Grant shall be paid to the Grant Holder in two or more instalments of pecuniary 
sums to be determined, within the frame of the amount previously established 
pursuant to article 5, taking into account the speci�c needs of the Research Project 
and as approved. 

5.4. Meal, holiday, Christmas or any other subsidies, or payments or allowances not 
expressly foreseen in this Regulation shall not be provided in any case whatsoever. 

Article 6 – Grant Duration and Start Date

6.1. The total duration of the Grant provided in this Regulation shall not exceed 2 (two) 
years.

6.2. The deadlines for the Research Project completion may, nonetheless, be extended 
for additional periods, upon approval by the Portuguese Medical Association and 
BIAL Foundation, pursuant to this Regulation. Such deadline extension does not 
entail any increase in the Grant’s amount approved pursuant to this Regulation.  

Article 7 –Assessment of Applications

7.1. BIAL Foundation shall assess the conformity of the submitted applications with the 
provisions of this Regulation and with the application form. Applications that fail to 
comply with the requirements foreseen in this Regulation shall be excluded.

7.2. The assessment of the applications will be the responsibility of a Jury composed of 5 
(�ve) persons ("Jury") of recognised scienti�c merit, to be consensually appointed for 
each edition, by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation, being 
one of them the president and the others being members. 

7.3. The Jury may invite the applicant to clarify any aspect that give rise to doubts and to 
review his/her application. 

7.4. The decisions referred to in the preceding paragraphs shall be taken by a majority of 
votes and shall be �nal binding and, therefore, cannot be appealed. In the event of a 
tie, the Jury's President shall have a casting vote. 

7.5. The Jury may select up to 5 (�ve) applications, which shall bene�t from a Grant of up 
to a maximum of € 25,000.00 (twenty-�ve thousand euros) each one. However, the 
Jury reserves the right to not select any application, should the Jury consider that 
none of the applications submitted meet the requirements of quality and recognised 
scienti�c merit.  

Article 8 – Acceptance Deadline; Formalities 

8.1. Within the period of 10 (ten) working days (Porto, Portugal), from being noti�ed by the 
BIAL Foundation of the selection of the Research Project as winner of the Maria de 
Sousa Award, the applicant shall send to the BIAL Foundation a duly signed 
statement con�rming the acceptance of the Maria de Sousa Award according to the 
terms of this Regulation, which shall include acceptance of the Grant and of the draft 
of the Research Funding Agreement, and its e�ective commencement date, which, 
in any case, shall be subject to signature of such agreement between the 
Portuguese Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder.

8.2. The BIAL Foundation reserves the right to ask the applicant to provide the originals of 
the documents submitted online with the application, within at least 10 (ten) working 
days, under penalty of the automatic cancellation of the decision of the Maria de 
Sousa Award allocation.

8.3. Failure to timely provide the documentation referred to in the preceding paragraphs 
is deemed, pursuant to this Regulation and the applicable laws, to be a waiver of the 
Grant under this Regulation.

Article 9 – Research Funding Agreement 

9.1. The Grant shall be allocated according to the conditions described in the Research 
Funding Agreement to be entered between the Portuguese Medical Association, 
BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder, substantially in the terms of the draft provided 
to the Grant Holder. 

9.2. If applicable, before signing the Research Funding Agreement, the applicant must 
provide the BIAL Foundation with a copy of the Research Project approval by the 
competent ethics entity(ies) and committee(s) / authority(ies). No Research Funding 
Agreement will be executed and signed if such documentation is not provided to 
BIAL Foundation.

9.3. The Research Funding Agreement to be entered into between the Portuguese 
Medical Association, the BIAL Foundation and the Grant Holder does not generate 
nor entitle any employment or labour relationship, nor does it con�gure any agent or 
partner contract or services agreement between the Grant Holder and the 
Portuguese Medical Association, or between the Grant Holder and the BIAL 
Foundation.

9.4. Without prejudice to the liability that may arise from the applicable law, the 
Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation shall not be responsible for 
losses or damages incurred by the applicants or Grant Holders, resulting from their 
application under this Regulation, or from the Grant award.

Article 10 – Obligations of the Grant Holders

10.1. The Grant Holders covered by this Regulation are subject to the following obligations:

a) To perform the Research Project in the terms (i) described in the application 
and (ii) agreed in the Research Funding Agreement, which cannot be 
unilaterally amended;

b) To timely accomplish the timeline and work plan presented in the application 
and to exclusively allocate the Grant to the development of the Research 
Project;

c) To comply with the internal operating rules of the Host Entity;

d) To promptly inform the BIAL Foundation of the occurrence of any fact or event 
that may adversely a�ect or impact on the normal development of the 
Research Project or agreed timelines;

e) To provide a scienti�c �nal report on the Research Project;

f) To provide �nancial report(s) (to be de�ned according to the project(s) 
speci�cities), together with supporting documents for the respective 
expenses, in the terms to be de�ned in the Research Funding Agreement; 

g) To deliver to the Host Entity where the Research Project was completed, at the 
end of the Research Project, the equipment acquired with the support of the 
Grant awarded by the BIAL Foundation in the scope of the Maria de Sousa 
Award ; if the Research Project is not completed or in case the Host Entity is 
not interested in such equipment, it shall be delivered to the BIAL Foundation;

h) To comply with the other obligations arising from the law, this Regulation and 
the Research Funding Agreement.

10.2. The BIAL Foundation shall promptly communicate to the Portuguese Medical 
Association, under this Regulation, all facts and events communicated by the Grant 
Holders, deemed relevant and that may have a material impact in the Research 
Project’s development. 

Article 11 – Publications and Grant Mention

11.1. All published work or oral presentations made by the Grant Holder, by virtue or as a 
consequence of the Grant awarded in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award to 
develop the Research Project, shall expressly mention that such works or 
presentations were supported by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation, in the scope of the Maria de Sousa Award.

11.2. The Grant Holders covered by the Maria de Sousa Award and by this Regulation 
expressly authorize, free of charge, the Portuguese Medical Association and to the 
BIAL Foundation to use, reproduce and publish the Scienti�c Final Report issued on 
the completion of the Research Project, in their webpages, including, without 
limitation, at www.ordemdosmedicos.pt and www.fundacaobial.com, allowing any 
user to freely access it at all time and without costs and content restrictions, provided 
the exact reference to the authorship and source is guaranteed, and it further 
authorize, in the same terms, the immediate �ling of the Scienti�c Final Report in the 
Portuguese Medical Association’s and the BIAL Foundation’s document repositories. 
The aforesaid authorization is granted for a minimum period of 25 years, counting 
from the presentation date of the Scienti�c Final Report. 

11.3. The provisions in the preceding paragraphs shall not a�ect nor prejudice in any case 
the recognition and protection of the legally established intellectual property rights.

11.4. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs provisions, the Grant Holders are 
solely responsible for the protection of any the intellectual property rights over the 
results of their works and Research Projects. 

Article 12 – Failure to Complete the Research Project

12.1. Failure to complete the Research Project represents a breach of this Regulation and 
of the Research Funding Agreement and determines the application of sanctions 
provided in Article 13 of this Regulation.

12.2. Failure to provide the Final Report shall be treated, for legal and this Regulation’ 
purposes, as failure to complete the Research Project, which shall consequently be 
considered as a breach in the terms of the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 – Sanctions

13.1. In case the Grant Holder withdraws from the Research Project, he/she shall return the 
sum allocated by the BIAL Foundation, under this Regulation, in whole or in part, as 
decided by BIAL Foundation in that particular case.

13.2. The Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation may cancel the Grant, 
in case of breach of this Regulation and / or of the Research Funding Agreement. In 
case the Grant is cancelled pursuant to this Regulation and to the Research Funding 
Agreement, the Grant Holder shall return the sums allocated, whether in whole or in 
part, as decided by the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation 
decide in that particular case.

Article 14 – Personal Data 

The personal data requested from each applicant is adequate and strictly needed for 
the Maria de Sousa Award and shall be processed in a lawful manner and with 
respect to the principle of good faith, in compliance with the Privacy Policy available 
in the BIAL Foundation’s webpage and with the information regarding the processing 
of personal data provided in the application form. The applicants have the right to 
access and update their personal data and to exercise other rights in accordance with 
the applicable legal provisions. For that purpose, they may directly email the Maria de 
Sousa Award organisation at fundacao@bial.com. The applicants are responsible for 
the personal data that is eventually provided in the Research Project's development, 

such as in case it contains photographs, videos and / or special data categories, such 
as genetic, health or sexual life data, or that discloses racial or ethnic origins, thus 
ensuring conformity with the applicable laws regarding the protection of personal 
data. 

Article 15 – Miscellaneous

15.1.  This Regulation shall be governed by the Portuguese law and shall be e�ective upon 
being published in the Portuguese Medical Association and the BIAL Foundation’s 
webpages.

15.2. Any matter not speci�cally set forth in this Regulation shall be resolved by the 
Portuguese Medical Association and by the BIAL Foundation. The amendment of this 
Regulation shall be undertaken by the Portuguese Medical Association and by the 
BIAL Foundation. 

15.3.  Any disputes arising from the Maria de Sousa Award, namely regarding the 
interpretation or application of this Regulation, shall be submitted to the Porto district 
court.
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