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Along 2018, the BIAL Foundation went on supporting scientific research in the

areas established in its statutes.

THE SYMPOSIUM “BEHIND AND BEYOND THE BRAIN”

The BIAL Foundation promoted the 12th Symposium “Behind and Beyond the
Brain” from April 4 to April 7, 2018, in Porto, which gathered a number of internationally

recognized experts to debate the theme “Enhancing the mind” in diverse perspectives.

The 2018 Symposium followed the same scheme as previous ones. In the
opening session, with Axel Cleeremans (Brussels, Belgium) as moderator, took place
the opening-conference of Lorenza Colzato, with the title “Enhancing brain and
cognition: A theory-driven approach”. In the morning of the next 3 days, 3 sessions
were held: the 1st dedicated to cognitive enhancement, ending with a key-note lecture
on “The neuroscience of working memory capacity and training” by Torkel Klingberg
(Stockholm, Sweden); the 2nd dedicated to amplified states of consciousness, ending
with a key-note lecture on “Regulation of attention and emotions by meditation:
Neurophysiological basis and implications for mental and physical health” by Antoine
Lutz (Lyon, France); the 3rd dedicated to collective intelligence and to interactions
between brain and machine, ending with a key-note lecture on “Collective intelligence

as a central characteristic of small groups” by Christopher Chabris (Lewisburg, USA).

The first morning session was moderated by Rainer Goebel (Maastricht, The
Netherlands) and consisted of lectures by Alexander Sack (Maastricht, The
Netherlands), Anjan Chatterjee (Philadelphia, USA), Jean-Noé&l Missa (Brussels,
Belgium), and Torkel Klingberg, addressing the methods and ethical implications of

cognitive enhancement techniques.
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