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Results: 
 

A total of 175 participants were recruited into this project, including 54 healthy 
females, 30 female patients with anorexia nervosa (AN), 31 healthy males,  8 male 
patients with AN, 29 recovered AN and 27 patients with Bulimia Nervosa (BN). All 
participants were assessed with the Iowa Gambling Task (IGT), clinical interview and 
self-report measures and were also genotyped.  

Women with current AN demonstrated poor decision making on the IGT 
compared to both healthy controls and recovered AN participants (post hoc p=0.05).  
AN patients, but not those who were recovered from AN, showed a significantly 
diminished Anticipatory Skin Conductance Response (ASCR) before making high-risk 
choices in comparison with female controls (p=0.01).  
BN patients did not show any significant differences in IGT performance or skin 
conductance response compared to the other groups.  

In the whole group of participants, IGT performance was not correlated to 
current levels of depression (p=0.6) or anxiety (p=0.7). However, IGT performance 
showed significant moderate correlations with ASCR (p=0.01). 

Data analysis (e.g. males, BN, genotype and IGT performance) and is still in 
progress and  more articles are being planned or in preparation. 
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